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Alleged drug kingpin nabbed in Brazil
An alleged Colombian drug kingpin who allegedly |{
delivered 15 tons of cocaine a month to the USA and
Europe has been arrested in Brazil after a decade on ||
* the run, Drug Enforcement Administration Special | |
- Agent Nick Kolen said. Pablo Rayo-Montano, 46, built
an empire that included three islands, a fleet of ships
and Panama’s largest boating supply chain, according |
to the DEA, which coordinated the investigation.
Arresting Montano and dismantling his organization
will have a “huge impact” on the cocaine trade in the |
USA, DEA Administrator Karen Tandy said. A grand ju-
ry in Miami this month indicted Rayo-Montano and 31
others on charges of trafficking cocaine and laundering
more than $150 million. Police in Miami, Los Angeles,
Indiana, Brazil, Colombia, Panama, Ecuador and Costa
Rica have arrested 52 people since raids began Tues- | |
day, Kolen said. — Donna Leinwand ||
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Mexican
ruling
limits
extradition
Those facing life
wontgotolUS.”

New York Times

MEXICO CITY — Mexico's
Supreme Court has blocked
the extradition of criminal sus-
pects facing life sentences in
the United States, confounding
U.S. authorities seeking to con-
vict defendants accused of
drug trafficking and murder.

The ruling, handed down in
October but published in full
last month, has stopped the ex-
tradition of more than 70 high-
profile defendants.

The decision is rooted in
Mexico’s constitution; which
says that all, people are capable
of rehabilitation. A life sen-
tence, the court ruled, flies in

the face of that concept. The | -
maximum sentence in Mexico |
is 40 years, although some- |-
times a 60-year term may be |

imposed.

The prisoners for whom ex-

tradition has been barred in-
clude a former state governor,

Mario Villanueva, indicted in | |

New York on charges of smug-

gling 200 tons of cocaine into |-

the United States. Another is
Augustin Vazquez Mendoza,
who was on the FBI’s list of the
10 most-wanted fugitives,

charged with the 1994 murder |
of an undercover drug-en- |.°

forcement officer in Anizona.
The Drug Enforcement Ad-

ministration (DEA) spent six

years and more than $1 million

pursuing Vazquez before his |2
arrest in July 2000. Now it ap- [

pears that, in order to extradite
him, Arizona may have to dis-
miss the case and try him on
iesser charges.

Simitarly, the indictment
against Villanueva, a fugitive |
for two vears before his arrest |’
in May 2001, will have to be re- |

drawn if he is ever to face jus-

tice in the United States, offi- =

cials said.

The court, in a 6-2 ruling,

said a [ife sentence negated the

Mexican constitution’s provi- .
sions for rehabilitation. “It [:&
would be absurd to hope to re- |i4
habilitate the criminal if there |-~

were no chance of his return-
ing to society,” Justice Roman

Palacios wrote for the majority.” |~

Trafficking

The decision was a bitter | %
pill for U.S. officials, who cite |

the Villanueva and Vazquez

cases as crucial for establishing
a foundation of justice in mat- }

ters between the countries.
Villanueva, governor of the
state of Quintana Roo from
1993 to 1999, is the highest-
ranking Latin American politi-

cian to face drug charges filed |
in a U.S. court since the arrest |-

of Gen. Manuel Noriega, the
dictator of Panama, in 1989.

Villanueva is accused of work- |.:
ing with traffickers to import j..
cocaine into the United States, |.

taking a $500,000 bribe for ev-
ery major shipment that
passed through his state in the
mid-1990s.

The charges against him |

filed in U.S. District. Court in
New York City — two counts of
running a “continuing criminal
enterprise” — carry a maxi-
mum sentence of life in prison
for each charge and a $4 mil-
lion fine. Law enforcement of-
ficials in Mexico said the U.S.
attorney’s office in New York
might have to seek a new in-
dictment on lesser charges,
carrying a maximum 20-year
sentence, against Villanueva,
55.

Vazguez, 31, is charged as
the mastermind in the 1394
killing of Richard Fass, a U.S.
DEA agent working undercov-
er, in Glendale, Ariz.

The state of Arizona charges
that Vazquez ordered that Fass
be killed to recoup a 22-pound
shipment of methamphet-
amine and the $160,000 that
Fass had brought along to pay

for it. After six years as a fugi- |~

tive, and a national manhunt,
he was arrested by Mexican au-
thorities 18 months ago.

But last week, a judge ruled
that the recent Mexican Su-
preme Court decision barred
his extradition. Arizona has
two hard choices if it wants to

try Vazquez: drop the murder |

charge or promise Mexico that
he will recetve a fixed sentence
of 60 years or less if convicted.




