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Power Up!

Twently years from now, the
whole world will be sharing
electricity through one grid

Some 30 years ago, Buckminstes
Fullar carme up with a plan to plug
all tha wiorld s continants into tha
same aloctrical grid. The idea was
to lot powear flow batemen, say,
Siberia and the nonhwestern US,
or Morway and Laos. Enengy com-
panies dismissed the notion as pe
in the sky = and then proceedad to
build such a grid, To gat tha mosi
usa of thair generalion capacity
and to maintain an amergency
resarve, power companies found
it efficiant to connect thair grids
to thair neighbor’s, wiha then
cannected 1o their neighbor’s.

Tha result, occording to Peter
Mueizen of tha Global Ensrgy
Meatwork Institute, is that tha alboc-
tricity grids of all tho nations of
Morth and South America showuld
b interconnected within the nod
10 years. The Eastern Hemisphaore
eould follow a decade lator, &s
companies ke Eskom, tho largest
enargy flirm in South Africa, plow
ahaad with plans to install high-
capacity transsniesion lines Across
Africa and into Europe.

Oimee thie grid 1s ully functional,
the only excuss for power short-
ages will be greesd. When demand
is high n ane region, 15 almost
cortain 1o ba low in anothar, By
making electric power 83 sasily
translarrable as dats, anabysts
expect o global grid (o smooth
the markat spikes out of the
world's most uselul commuodity.

- Patrick Di Justo
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